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Statement on the Trade Agreement With China
February 26, 1995

I am pleased that the United States and
China today signed an agreement on intellectual
property, culminating months of hard work by
our negotiators and their Chinese counterparts.

This is a strong agreement for American com-
panies and American workers. China will under-
take immediate steps to crack down on piracy,
enforce intellectual property rights, and provide
more open access for U.S. exporters to the bur-
geoning China market. This agreement will
eliminate practices that have cost Americans
over $1 billion a year in high value exports.
It will mean thousands of jobs for Americans
in key industries, including computer software,

pharmaceuticals, agricultural and chemical prod-
ucts, books and periodicals, and audio visual
products.

U.S. action in China is part of the broader
economic strategy of my administration to create
high paying jobs for Americans. On behalf of
U.S. workers, we have used every tool at our
disposal to fight foreign barriers to competitive
U.S. exports.

This new agreement also promotes broader
goals in China. Greater respect for rule of law
and greater access to intellectual property prod-
ucts both promote a more open Chinese society.

Remarks on Signing the Executive Order To Facilitate Payment of Child
Support and an Exchange With Reporters
February 27, 1995

The President. I’m glad to be joined here
by the members of this administration who are
active in child support enforcement and by ad-
vocates of tougher child support enforcement.

Today the Executive order I have just signed
is another important step in our efforts to bring
the Federal Government in line with the basic
values of ordinary Americans. People who bear
children and bring them into this world have
an absolute responsibility to do their best to
take care of them. And any parent who isn’t
paying child support should be required to pay.

The action I’m taking today builds on the
work we’ve been doing for the last 2 years to
step up child support enforcement. Just last
week, the Department of Health and Human
Services reported that we collected a record
$703 million in delinquent child support en-
forcement in 1993 by garnishing income tax re-
turns of parents who failed to pay. That is a
13 percent increase in child support collection.
It helped almost one million families.

The Executive order I just signed will make
the Federal Government a model employer in
the area of child support enforcement. It will
make it easier for us to find Federal employees
who don’t meet their obligations to their chil-

dren. It will speed up our ability to garnish
wages and force them to pay the child support
they owe.

Any parent who is avoiding his or her child
support should listen carefully: We will find you.
We will catch you. We will make you pay.

Children should not suffer for their parents’
mistakes. Too many children in this country do
suffer because of their parents’ irresponsible be-
havior. We can’t let them be punished any
longer. When parents don’t provide the child
support they owe, their children pay forever,
and in more ways than financial.

The toughest enforcement measures ever pro-
posed for child support were part of the welfare
reform legislation I sent to the Congress last
year. Our plan said to absent parents, if you’re
not paying your child support, we’ll garnish your
wages, suspend your license, track you across
State lines, and if necessary, require you to work
off what you owe. Child support enforcement
is essential to the welfare reform effort, and
Congress should include these tough child sup-
port enforcement measures in the proposed wel-
fare reform legislation. We should be tough on
deadbeat parents, not on innocent children.
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Again, I thank all the people who have helped
to put together this child support enforcement
order. We will proceed to aggressively imple-
ment it.

Balanced Budget Amendment
Q. Mr. President, What’s your reading on the

balanced budget amendment in terms of pas-
sage?

The President. I think it’s a close vote.
Q. How close?
Q. Have you talked to Senator Nunn yet?
The President. I’ve talked all the undecided

Senators, to the best of my knowledge. I’ve
talked to several, anyway.

Q. You think Nunn will hold out?
The President. I think I should let him speak

for himself.
Q. What is it going to take to defeat it tomor-

row?
The President. I think it depends upon what

those undecided Senators believe is the right
thing to do.

Q. Are you going to be meeting with any
of them today or tomorrow, Mr. President?
What will you be doing to try and head this
thing on?

The President. I’m not sure. I’ve had extensive
conversations with all of them. I don’t know
what else I’ll be doing.

Chelsea Clinton’s Birthday
Q. How are you going to celebrate Chelsea’s

birthday? Just a little offbeat.
The President. Well, we’re going to have din-

ner tonight. You know, it’s a school day. You
don’t get your birthday off at school. [Laughter]

Q. You’re not going to be a deadbeat father,
are you? [Laughter]

The President. I got up this morning, and
we had a nice visit this morning for her birth-
day. But we’re going to have—we’re going to
have a dinner. We’re going to have a family
dinner tonight to celebrate her birthday. And
then after the press of her school activities
clears, we’ll probably have a little party for her.
But she didn’t want one tonight, so we’re just
going to have a family dinner.

Q. Can you raise a teenager in the White
House? [Laughter]

The President. Well, I think she’s doing very
well. She’s doing very well.

Thank you very much.

Lincoln-Douglas Sculpture
Q. And what are you doing with Lincoln and

Douglas on your desk? Does that portend some-
thing?

The President. When C-Span came in here
and did the interview for President’s Day, they
gave me that. I liked it a lot. And I met the
people who played Lincoln and Douglas in the
Galesburg, Illinois, debate when we were out
there. I just liked it. I thought it looked good
on the desk. Besides that, it reminds me that
this town has always been about argument.
[Laughter]

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:14 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. The Executive
order is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Remarks at the American Red Cross
February 27, 1995

Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen,
and thank you, Elizabeth Dole. Thank you for
your remarks, and thank you especially for the
strong leadership you have given to the Red
Cross. In my own experience, I have watched
you give it through hurricanes and earthquakes,
through fires and floods, and I am delighted
to be the honorary chairman of the American
Red Cross and to be here at the start of the
1995 community campaign.

You know, when I became President, I spent
a great deal of time early trying to make sure
that the Federal Government could do its part
in dealing with natural disasters. There had been
so much criticism of the Federal disaster relief
program before I took office. And we worked
hard, and I think that everyone in America
would admit that the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency is doing the best job it has
perhaps ever done. But I can tell you this: We
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